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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 May 2004 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 16-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 18,22 and 23 is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 16,17 and 19-21 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 



3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. In response to the first office action, claims 1-15 have been cancelled. Claims 16- 
23 have been added. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 
omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: In claim 16, the 
source of the database on line 19 is unclear. It is being presumed that the database 
comes from the database storing means of the database distribution apparatus. 

Claim 17 depends from rejected claim 16, and includes all the limitations of that 
claim, thereby rendering that dependent claim indefinite. 

3. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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Regarding claims 20 and 21 , each claim provides for the use of a portable 
recording medium, but, since the claim does not set forth any steps involved in the 
process, it is unclear what process applicant is intending to encompass. A claim is 
indefinite where it merely recites a use without any active, positive steps delimiting how 
this use is actually practiced. For purposes of the prior art search, it is being presumed 
that these claims refer to any formatted portable medium. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ) t (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



States. 
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4. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,044,349 to Tolopka et al. 

The apparatus disclosed by Tolopka includes a data distribution apparatus (the 
IDS) for distributing database information (several types of data are disclosed) to 
particular locations, as defined by location/key pairs, which are specific to individual 
terminals (necessitating a means for terminal identification) (see column 2, lines 5-11). 
The pairs can be organized as groups (see column 5, lines 60-64). Retrieved 
information can be stored on the portable apparatus, a smart card (see column 6, lines 
29-35) using a card reader. Access to the databases is determined by the validity of the 
location/key pairs. Access can be mapped on a one-to-one basis with between 
databases and locations (see column 5, lines 27-30) as well as in groups. 

5. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,040,084. 

The formatted floppy disk disclosed by Liu (see column 8, lines 32-34) is usable 
with the inventions disclosed in the respective base claims. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 16 and 17 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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7. Claims 18, 22, and 23 are allowed. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claims 16, 18, 22, and 23, Tolopka does not disclose the use of 
multiple smart cards in a manner that would employ associated operations to the cards. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,923,759 to Lee discloses selective writing in an apparatus 
having multiple smart cards, but does not use these cards in a cooperative manner, 
thus eliminating any possibility for consecutive operations. 

Claim 17 is allowable based upon its dependence on claim 16. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



9. Since Applicant has cancelled all the original claims, any arguments with respect 
to the previous grounds of rejection are moot. New grounds of rejection have been 
made for some of the added claims, as discussed above. 



Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 
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10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew E. Heneghan, whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-7727. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Eastern Time. The examiner can also be reached on alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Morse, can be reached on (703) 308-4789. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 2, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA 22202, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



3900. 





June 14, 2004 



